[Parasitoses and development: malaria and echinococcosis].
After having placed emphasis on the cyclic oscillations characterizing the interest of the scientific and political world for parasitology, the author analyzes the various standpoints from which parasitic diseases, and above all malaria, have been dealt with ever since the beginning of this century. Specific criticism is addressed to the military model, which has provided the basis for many eradication campaigns. The author also analyzes the "vicious circle theory", which labelled the activity of the WHO in its first decade of life, and which assumed that breaking the disease and underdevelopment circle was possible by acting mainly or even exclusively on endemic and debilitating diseases. Both these models were tested with success in Sardinia with the 1947-49 antimalaria campaign. However, socio-economic development of the island did not occur as expected, and attempts to export the same approaches to other parts of the world soon disclosed their limitations, leading to major failures. The experience on the fight against echinococcosis is subsequently examined. The conclusions drawn are that many successes may be obtained through a systemic rather than a sectorial approach; and that a "conflicting cohabitation" with diseases is foreseen as a long-lasting reality, and must thus be controlled with the appropriate means.